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So this is what the end feels like. I think it�s true that 

we all have mixed feelings about this moment, but despite these 
feelings, the truth of the matter is that within the hour all of us 
here will be graduates of Saint Mary’s High School and off to 
the rest of our lives. 

Now when I started writing this speech I really wanted 
to come up with something amazing! Something that when 
everyone left, and then later thought back on tonight, would 
think "Oh that was a nice farewell speech." You know, 
something inspirational. Then I realized that I was going to be 
talking after Ann Schuler and Lane Gallett? How can I possibly 
top those two? If you haven’t been inspired by our valedictorian 
or our salutatorian, then there is no way that I’m going to be 
able to do the job. So, with this said, I’ve decided to be speaking 
to you all as an audience who has been inspired and as a class 
that has heard some fantastic words from two fantastic girls. 
They’ve done the tough part. 

This is the farewell speech. After this wonderful 
evening that has been planned for us, we will be going our own 
ways. Some are leaving town, some are leaving the State, and 
some will just be at the opposite sides of the Valley, but come 
August many of us will be separated from this Saint Mary’s 
family.  This isn’t a bad thing. Our paths will cross again. With 
some people more often than with others, but in the end we all 
have this school that ties us together. We are all Knights and 
Lady Knights and in this way we are connected to one another. 
This connection, the way that we all mesh with one another, is 
what makes us the Class of 2008. Next year when they are 
telling the students what it means to be Knights and Lady 
Knights, they will be talking about us. In our own individual 
way we are truly SM. Each one of us here tonight is why Saint 
Mary’s is the way it is. All that has been done over these four 
years is what it means to be a Knight and Lady Knight. Saint 
Mary’s is what it is because of the mark we have left on it. We 
are and will be forever a part of this school. 

As the Walrus says, the time has come. I hope that you 
all have the best that life can offer.  And now for some parting 
words from the oh so eloquent Charles Schulz, creator of the 
Peanuts comic strip: "The people who make a difference in 
your life are not the ones with the most credentials, the most 
money, or the most awards. They are the ones that care." 

So my fellow graduates, be that person for someone 
else. Just like my speech, you don’t have to do something 
amazing to have an impact. Just care about what you do and 
how you do it and people will remember you and love you. 
Congratulations Class of 2008, the time has come.

Saint Mary�s Joins With University of 
Incarnate Word (�UIW�) 

 
The University of the Incarnate Word, a Catholic 

university with a home base in San Antonio, Texas, has signed a 
lease agreement with the City of Goodyear to provide an 
institution of higher learning in that city. "When we started the 
effort to bring the first full-service university, and the first fully 
committed Catholic university to the West Valley, Phoenix and 
the state of Arizona nearly two years ago, we have been lucky to 
immediately make good partners and good friends," said Cyndi 
Porter, vice president of extended academic programs for UIW. 
"We look forward to our future, which will include a full service 
liberal arts university with 3,000 students at full capacity and 
then two single-sex Catholic high schools here in the West 
Valley." The construction of the new campus will occur over a 
period of years.  UIW has offered on-ground classes in its adult 
evening programs since August 23, 2007, at Desert Edge High 
School in Goodyear. 

The establishment of a West Valley college campus is 
not the only program UIW is bringing to the Valley. UIW has 
also reached an agreement with Saint Mary’s to add a second 
site on the Knights campus. "We will be working with the staff 
at Saint Mary’s to begin offering our traditional liberal arts 
courses to qualified high school students using our Brainpower 
Connection," Porter said. "Brainpower allows UIW to jump start 
a high school student’s college career by having dual enrollment 
in both the high school and university."  

Principal Mark Mauro welcomed the opportunity to 
join forces with UIW. �I am very honored that Saint Mary�s has 
been selected by the University of the Incarnate Word to assist 
Bishop Olmsted fulfill his desire to bring a Catholic university 
to the Phoenix area. We are also enthusiastically looking 
forward to working with the University to extend its 
geographical presence into the heart of the Phoenix business 
district while at the same time opening up great opportunities 
for our students and faculty to benefit from the Brainpower 
Connection.� 

UIW will begin offering adult classes within its 
extended academic programs at Saint Mary�s in the 2008/2009 
year, while at the same time exploring with Saint Mary�s ways 
in which the two organizations can best achieve their respective 
missions in the Valley. Mr. Mauro said committees will meet 
throughout the year. �We hope our students will benefit from 
broader co-enrollment opportunities and that our faculty may 
enjoy teaching opportunities at the collegiate level.�  

UIW website: www.uiw.edu and 
www.arizona.uiw.edu



 

Oh Happy Day, For Students, Families, and Friends 
Our 89th Commencement Exercise at the ASU Activity Center 

We have been blessed to have had the opportunity to share in the lives of some very talented and committed young men and women. 
We thank their families for entrusting them to our care and express our admiration for the sacrifices made to make a Catholic 

education possible for these young adults. We wish them all well as they move to the next stage of their development.  

 
The gathering of graduates 

 
Checking out the facility 

Julio’s happy folks 

 
Boys in green 

 
Girls in white 

Ashley’s happy folks 

 
Salutatorian Ann Schuler 

 
Valedictorian Lane Gallett 

 
Senior Farewell Address

   
 



 

Some Senior Award Winners 

 
Mr. Mauro with Kyle Stanley and Lane Gallett,  

Knight and Lady of the Year 
Lane Gallett was also the Valedictorian 

 

 
Dee Wood and Kevin Mallaire, School Spirit Award 

 

 
Franciscan Award winners (from  left): Timothy Hintze, Regina 

Georges, and James Hollins (not pictured, Leah Carbajal 
 

Our Lady of Saint Mary's 
 

In celebration of Saint Mary's 90th anniversary, we 
have a new image of Our Lady made especially for Saint 
Mary's. The image, as an oil painting, is being created by Eric 
Ahern ('91). Eric lives in Colon, Mexico, where he teaches art 
and English at Santa Maria del Mexicano Orphanage. The 
painting will be unveiled at the beginning of the 2008-2009 
school year. Copies of it will be available in the school's Spirit 
Shop or online at www.smknights.org. 

Some Short News Items 
Student Council Recognized 

At the recent 2008 state convention of the Association of 
Student Councils, our Student Council won a "Council of Distinction 
Award," a recognition of excellence by people who know what they are 
talking about. Congrats to our hard working students and their advisers. 
In the words of STUCO moderator, Dr. Susi Rockwell, "I am so proud 
of our kids" – and so are the rest of us. 

Our Student Council has become a real force for enhancing 
the quality of the Saint Mary's experience, not only for the Council 
members, but for all members of our school community and the wider 
community as well. Whether it be organizing pep assemblies and other 
spirit-building activities on our campus, or sponsoring major events 
like the Smiles of Christmas or the Easter Basket Drive, our Student 
Council has worked hard to be of service to many people.  

 

 
Senior Retreat – April 29, 2008 

 Amidst the rush and hustle of all the activity that marks the 
end of a high school experience, our seniors were given the opportunity 
to pause from the rat race and reflect on the deeper meaning of this 
experience. In a world dominated by a cultural materialism and self 
seeking careers, Saint Mary's set aside a day at the Franciscan Renewal 
Center for our seniors, to bring their spiritual lives to the forefront. This 
annual event brings together all the threads of the tapestry being woven 
over a four-year period, a tapestry that is both beautiful and durable.  
 

Carlos Sanchez Named Athletic Director 
Carlos Sanchez has over 30 years of experience in athletics 

and in the coaching field.  Mr. Sanchez has been apart of the Saint 
Mary’s High School family for many years. His wealth of knowledge 
working in education, the community, and the ability to follow through 
with task are just a few of his major strengths. The Saint Mary's athletic 
program will strive to a high level of success because of his tireless 
work ethic, his ability to reach goals, and his ability to communicate 
with the community.  
 Carlos has been in the classroom as a math and science 
teacher from 1998-1990 and from 2001 to present. His coaching 
experience extends to several sports, He was Assistant Varsity 
Basketball Coach from1998 to 2005 (State Championship 2001), Head 
Swimming Coach from 2002 to Present (Top Ten Finish State 2007), 
and lower level coaching in football-, basketball, baseball, and softball. 
 The Sanchez family includes daughter Erin, a 2007 UofA 
graduate, and three Saint Mary's students, Derek (class of 2007), Taylor 
(class of 2008), and Zach (class of 2010).   



 

Our Response To A Tragedy That Affected  
Everyone At Saint Mary's 

 
Nicole Ann Rodia, Class of 2009, died in a traffic accident that 

occurred as she and a friend were returning home from Mass. The tragic 
death of a student has a paralyzing impact on a school community. Nothing 
else quite matches such an event as a cause of deep introspection and 
feelings of sadness, confusion, and even despair. It is in times like these that 
our community’s strong Catholic tradition distinguishes itself as a healing 
balm that protects and purifies those deeps wounds brought on by tragedy.   

On the Monday after the accident, the school day opened with an all 
school Rosary in the gymnasium. Tuesday began with a school-wide prayer 
service that focused largely on remembering Nicole and the beautiful gift she 
was to our school. Wednesday and Thursday both offered a morning prayer 
service in the chapel following the 7am Mass.  One especially healing 
moment witnessed a balloon release, done as a sign of entrusting Nicole to the Savior and Lord she believed in so deeply. On Friday 
school was suspended so that all might have the opportunity to attend Nicole's funeral service, in support of her family and as a 
moment marking a turning of our attention to a renewed sense of purpose in our own lives. The Rodia family said: 

The Rodia family would like to express their deepest gratitude to the St. Mary's community of students, faculty, 
staff, teammates, friends & families for their overwhelming support. Words cannot express the uplifting effect that it 
had on us in our time of need to have the rosaries, vigil, balloon release, cards, letters, financial support and so much 
more.  It shows us that Nicole's spirit & inspiration will live on in your hearts. We have truly felt the power of your 
prayers. May God bless you all. 

In honor of Nicole, a scholarship fund has been set up at Saint Mary's to help fund a student’s education. Gifts may be sent to The 
Nicole Rodia Scholarship Fund, Saint Mary's High School, 2525 N. Third Street, Phoenix, AZ 85004.

 
Darfur: Raising Student Awareness Of the Horrors of Genocide 

The Sudan is the largest country in Africa, located just south of Egypt on the eastern edge of the Sahara desert. Darfur is an 
area about the size of Texas; it has only the most basic infrastructure and development. The approximately 6 million inhabitants of 
Darfur are among the poorest in Africa.  

The current crisis in Darfur began in 2003. After decades of neglect, drought, oppression, and small-scale conflicts in Darfur, 
two rebel groups mounted an insurgency against the Sudanese central government. In seeking to defeat the rebel movements, the 
Government of Sudan increased arms and support to local tribal and other militias composed mostly of Arab Muslims. Government 
forces have wiped out entire villages, destroyed food and water supplies, and systematically murdered, tortured, and raped hundreds of 
thousands of Darfuris. This scorched-earth campaign by the Sudanese government against Darfuri civilians has, through direct 
violence, disease, and starvation, already claimed as many as 400,000 lives. In all, about 2.3 million Darfuris have fled their homes 
and communities and now reside in displaced persons camps.  

On Saturday, April 25, Saint Mary's hosted the "Dinner 4 Darfur" event in our cafeteria. Unlike the usual "dinner" for good 
causes, this meal featured a simple fare of soup, rice, and some fresh fruit in order to be in solidarity with Darfuri who might receive 
much less in a day. The cost was $5. No frills, no give-away items. The event, moderated by Sister Mary Magdalene, was designed to 
promote public awareness of the situation in Darfur, particularly among our students and their families. In Sister's words, " I was 
struck by the generosity of parents, students, and faculty, and proud of the diverse group of students who carried through with their 
commitment to help out with the dinner.” 

The evening included a brief overview of various instances of genocide and the situation in Darfur by Juliana Manzanarez 
and Rosario Mireles. This was followed by a slide presentation on the Darfurian people and their struggles. Lyle Skillen, a resident of 
Phoenix who has done humanitarian work in the Sudan, took the audience through the presentation. Those in attendance were visibly 
affected by the images cast on the screen. [Sister Mary Magdalene with students and staff helping with the event.]

 



 

Sixth Annual Saint Mary’s Fashion Show 
 

On February 9, 2008, at the Wyndham Phoenix Hotel, Saint Mary’s High School hosted our Sixth Annual Fashion Show, 
“Return To Oz and The Emerald City.” The afternoon was a tremendous success with over 140 models participating and 300 guests in 
attendance. The models included current Saint Mary’s students, alumni, the Dean of Students, and past and current Saint Mary’s 
Parent Organization Presidents. Fashions from our anchor sponsors Azteca Bridal Plaza and Dillard’s Fashion Square were modeled. 
Fashions were also featured from Junky Trunk, Hush Hush, Brides By Demitrios and the Saint Mary’s  Spirit Shop. 

Molli Cody, from Molli Cody’s The Hair Studio, organized the hair and makeup portion of the show. This year the Kohler 
Academy brought 24 stylist and makeup artists to help our girls get ready for the show. Dillard’s Fashion Square brought Chanel 
makeup artists to assist with the girls makeup. Everyone looked stunning. 

The afternoon also featured a silent auction and a live auction that helped raise over $27,000 for the Saint Mary’s community. 
In addition, the afternoon featured a gourmet luncheon, Alex Ship (Class of 2010) singing the "Star Spangled Banner," Mary Graham 
(Class of 2008) singing "Somewhere Over The Rainbow" and the Harmony Dance Team. A fabulous time was had by all. Plans are 
underway for the Seventh Annual Fashion Show that will be held on February 7, 2009. 

 
MANY THANKS TO THE MANY VOLUNTEERS THAT MADE THIS EVENT A SUCCESS

 
Beautiful Ladies

 
Handsome Knights

 

SPRING PLAY: “The Miracle Worker” 
An American Theatre Classic by William Gibson 

 Young Helen Keller, blind, deaf, and mute since infancy, is in danger of being sent to an institution. Her inability to 
communicate has left her frustrated and violent. In desperation, her parents seek help from the Perkins Institute, which sends them a 
"half-blind Yankee schoolgirl" named Annie Sullivan to tutor their daughter. Through persistence and love, and sheer stubbornness, 
Annie breaks through Helen's walls of silence and darkness and teaches her to communicate. 

Initially written for television, The Miracle Worker first aired in 1957. After it was warmly received by television audiences, 
it was rewritten for the stage and opened on Broadway in 1959. The audience response was very favorable and during its run the first 
production of the play rarely failed to fill the 1,000 seat theatre. 

Congratulations to the Drama Club for undertaking this challenging and provocative effort. The story of Helen Keller is truly 
a “miracle” and the commitment of her teacher, Annie Sullivan, is inspiring to anyone who seeks to serve others. 

 



 

Mr. Eddy Zubey Named Head Football Coach 
 
 The Saint Mary’s welcomes Eddy Zubey as its Head 
Football Coach.  In addition to coaching, Mr. Zubey will be a 
full time staff member on campus for the 2008-09 school year. 
Coach Zubey has been on campus to take charge of spring 

practice and become familiar with 
students and players.  
  For the past two years, 
Coach Zubey served as Head 
Football Coach at Mesa’s 
Westwood High School.  Prior to 
that he was the Defensive 
Coordinator at McClintock High 
School for two years and was a 

Graduate Assistant at ASU for three years. 
Coach Zubey is very familiar both with Catholic 

education and with success on the football field. He attended De 
La Salle High School in Concord, California - the school that 
holds the longest winning steak in high school football, 156 
straight wins and thirteen straight undefeated seasons. As a 
player, Eddy’s high school teams were 44-0. His teams won 
three state championships. Coach Zubey played linebacker at 
ASU during the 1997 season.  His team went to the Sun Bowl 
that year and beat the University of Iowa. 

Coach Eddy is married to Lizzette Zubey.  They have 
two children - Andrew (2-1/2 years old, shown above) and 
Daniel (5 months old). He is Catholic and an active parishioner 
in Corpus Christi Parish. 

 

Basketball Shines Once Again 
Boys Play For 5A-1 Title 

The Knights entered the season without Jerryd Bayless, 
who has taken his considerable talents to the University of 
Arizona, and the community was abuzz with speculation about 
the prospects for this rather young team. After a slow early 
season start, the Knights captured the Desert Valley title during 
the regular season, posting an 11-7 in-State record, beating 
Brophy twice in the process, and then won the regional 
tournament as a tune-up for the State Tournament. At year end 
the Knights ranked #10 in the AIA power point rankings. The 
Knights then continued their strong team play in the 5A-1 
playoffs, defeating Tucson (#6), Mountain View (#15), and 
Hamilton (#1), before falling to a very strong Desert Vista team 
in the Championship game.  

Girls Win Region 
The Lady Knights entered the season with a new 

coach, Curtis Ekmark, and high hopes for a continuation of the 
program's stellar record of accomplishments, hopes that were 
fulfilled with another fine year. The girls ended the season with 
a 13-5 in-State overall record, capturing the Desert Valley 
regular season title and winning the regional tournament. The 
Lady Knights won two out of three games against Xavier. The 
season included a trip to New York for a game with a top New 
York team and entry in the Nike Tournament of Champions in 
Southern California. The girls ended the season ranked #6 in the 
AIA power point rankings. The Lady Knights won their first 
State Tournament game, beating Xavier, before losing to 
Highland, the eventual 5A-1 State champion. 

2008 Track & Field Highlights 
 

Saint Mary's continues to post improvements in 
performance and is beginning to make a mark at the State level 
as a result of the efforts of our athletes. This year saw a number 
of old school marks surpassed and new marks established.  

Senior Alyssa Lout completed an outstanding career as 
a Lady Knight runner and will be moving her talent to Seattle 
University next year to compete from the Redhawks. Alyssa's 
accomplishments included record setting performances in five 
events this year; the 100 (12.56, sixth at the State meet), the 200 
(25.46, third at State), the 400 (58.83), the 800 (2:29.66), and 
the 4x800 relay team (10:48.80). Other members of the record-
setting relay team were junior Julia Grose, sophomore Shapri 
Romero, and freshman Danage Norwood-Peterson.  

Other outstanding performances: sophomore Mary 
Nickerson, Saint Mary's first female triple jumper, set a new 
school mark for future triple jumpers with a best of 31'8".  
Junior Brandon Jenkins broke two school records, in the 400 
meter dash and the high jump, both meeting the State Meet 
qualifying standards. Finally, senior James Morrison ended his 
career with the Knights by placing fifth in the long jump in the 
State Meet. 
 

Softball Has Another Great Year 

 
Let's face it, it is tough to repeat championship years in 

any sport and softball is no exception. The Lady Knights, 
however, made a great run at it, reaching the State semifinals. 
Led by First Team All State pitcher Dallas Escobedo and 
Second Team All State catcher Molly Smith, pictured above, the 
girls lost an opening game heartbreaker to Salpointe in the 
double elimination tournament. Reflecting the fighting spirit 
that marks all successful SM teams, the girls then strung 
together wins against North Canyon, Gilbert, and Red 
Mountain. Next came Basha in the semi-finals and the need to 
win two games in a row.  After winning the opener 4-2, the 
Lady Knights lost a 2-0 game to Basha, the ultimate State 
Champions. Above l to r,, pitcher Dallas Escobedo (1st team All-
State) and catcher Molly Smith (2nd team All-State) 

 
Graduate Stars At the Next Level 
Patricia Moreno (Class of ’06), a four-year pitcher for 

the Lady Knight softball team, continued her success at the next 
level. Patricia pitched the winning game for Phoenix College in 
the 2008 NJCAA National Softball Championship. She did the 
same in 2007 and was named Most Valuable Player. She has 
signed for a full-ride scholarship to West Virginia Wesleyen 
University. Congrats to her for a job well done. 



 

Tax Credit for “C” Corporations – 
A Great Way To Make Catholic Schools 

Affordable For Everyone 
 
Enacted in 2006, the AZ Corporate Tuition Tax Credit allows C-Corporations to 
claim an income tax credit for contributions made to organizations that provide 

educational scholarships to children of low to moderate income families, like the Catholic Tuition Organization of the Diocese of 
Phoenix (CTODP).  Instead of sending taxes to the state, your business could provide lower income children the opportunity to attend 
a great Catholic school and receive a spiritually rich, academically sound education. Over the past 2 years, CTODP has raised nearly 
$4.8 million dollars through this program and was able to send 749 children to Catholic school using corporate dollars this past school 
year.  This year, an aggregate statewide cap of $14.4 million dollars is available to C-corporations  on a first-come, first-served basis, 
beginning July 1, 2008.  This “tax re-direct” opportunity will not last long, so immediate action is required. If you have a C-
corporation, or know someone who does, please contact Pat Lavin at 602-595-2349 or visit www.azcorporatescholarships.org for 
more information.  Take the credit. 
 

Graduates Come Home to Saint Mary’s 
 

One of the contributors to continuity of spirit at Saint Mary’s is the return of its graduates to teaching or administrative 
positions. Last year three of our graduates held full-time teaching positions at Saint Mary’s: Reggie McGill (‘87) in PE, Mike Jenkins 
(‘97) in Social Studies, and Greg Fahrendorf (‘96) as Chair of the PE Department. Two more of our graduates will be joining our 
faculty for 2008/2009 (and hopefully for many years thereafter).  Jacquelyn Scarduzio (’04) will be a Math teacher and head 
volleyball coach. Kelly Sweeney (’03) will be an English teacher and active in moderating student government. These alumni not only 
bring us considerable talent and energy, but also a respect for the school’s traditions and a belief that Saint Mary’s can make a 
difference in the lives of young people, a belief grounded in their own experiences.  NOTE: If you have ever thought about returning 
to Saint Mary’s in a professional position, don’t dismiss that thought as an unrealistic one. All of our on-staff graduates have, and have 
always had, other opportunities to pursue their careers. They chose Saint Mary’s because it was, and still is, important to them. 
 

Some of the Boys of 1970 
 

 For a substantial number of years, a group of former Knights have 
gathered each summer, usually in the mountains and near lakes, to rekindle the 
spirit that entered their lives more than 40 years ago. Pictured above is this year’s 
14-man crew, at a cabin near Forest Lakes, AZ. Like all of these get-togethers, 
folks don’t remember the fish caught or the steaks burned, but they remember 
each other and their smiles reflect a comfort and serenity that has become all too 
rare given the pace of today’s world. 

Front Row L to R: Larry Spade, Tim Sanford, Tim Gallagher, Mike 
Larkin, Pat Farrell 

Back Row L to R: “Shoeless” Lou LaScala (former SM principal), Bill 
Eden, Chris Ackel, Frank Maldonado, Jim McShane (‘71), Tom Moore, Tom 
Contreras, Tom Westfall, Mike Ciani. 
 

 
 

Weddings Bring Friends Together 
 
On May 8, 2008, Meghan Dowling ('00) married Michael Yee. The 

occasion brought together a number of our alumnae who served in the bridal 
party. This is one of the great tributes to the family atmosphere at Saint 
Mary’s, when high school friends remain amongst a graduate’s closest 
friends some years after their high school years. Meghan graduated from 
ASU in 2005 with a Bachelor's Degree in Industrial Engineering. I(n 
addition to Meghan (Dowling) Yee, fourth from the left, the picture includes 
Cydney Landels, Kristine Marayag, Susie Chester, and Meredith Cawthorn. 
Meghan's brother, Kyle Dowling ('02), returned from Iraq for the wedding. 

  












